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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

George Fernando 

 

At the recent AGM of the Camberwell Historical Society, I thanked all the committee and 

members who contributed to running of the society and to its wellbeing. This included 

Boroondara Council for providing CHS with the use of the room at 25 Inglesby Road and The 

Hon. Josh Frydenberg and his staff, who print our newsletter.  

 

I look forward to the talk being given by Dr Joely Taylor on oral history on 24 October 2017. 

Oral histories are a means of recording stories and are very important to historical narrratives. 

Dr Taylor is the author of Backtracks: Recollections of Remarkable Australians. 

 

From 13 October 2017, there will be an exhibition curated by the Boroondara Historical 

Societies Association for History Week. Camberwell Historical Society is a member of this 

association. The exhibition will feature maps from the collections of the local historical societies 

and information about buildings which feature on the maps. CHS will be contributing to this 

exhibition. 

 
Boroondara and Camberwell Common School is the third building from the left  

(State Library of Victoria) 
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CAMBERWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL’S SESQUICENTENNIAL   

 

Eleanor McKinna 

 
 

Long before the roads meeting at the 

six-way intersection of Camberwell 

Junction were graded and paved, 

travelling to the nearest public school 

in Hartwell was an impractical 

journey for many children living in 

the Camberwell area.  

 

In 1866, 36 residents of Camberwell 

village appealed to the Board of 

Education to build a closer school.  A 

year later, Camberwell Common 

School opened on 19 August 1867, 

with Mr J.W. Perrott as  

the Master, and 34 students attending 

school in a temporary 40 feet by 12 

feet building, on land opposite the 

present school site on Camberwell 

Road.   

 

One hundred and fifty years to the day 

later, crowds gathered in the grounds 

of Camberwell Primary School (CPS), 

as it is now known, on Saturday, 19 

August 2017, to celebrate the school’s 

sesquicentennial 

 
Photographs from Camberwell Primary 

School archives. 
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Official proceedings were led by Grade 

6 students, and began with a Welcome 

to Country ceremony conducted by 

Bill Nicholson, Elder of the 

Wurundjeri Tribe, recognising and 

paying respect to the local indigenous 

people and acknowledging their 

ongoing connection to Country. 

 

Member for Hawthorn and Shadow Attorney General John Pesutto spoke warmly of the school, 

emphasising its community feel and noting the significance of its current bilingual education. 

Barbara Crowe, representing the Department of Education and Training, presented Principal 

Janet Gale with a certificate commemorating the school’s milestone achievement of 150 years of 

educating children.  Madame Gale (as she is known to the students who all learn French 

langauge) addressed the gathering, and unveiled the Millennium time capsule that had been 

buried in 2000. She presented a video celebration of the 150th anniversary, which is to be stored 

in a new time capsule for viewing by the school community when it marks its 175th anniversary. 

 

CPS student from the 1920s, Edna 

Neubecker, who recently celebrated 

her 100th birthday, was assisted by 

Charlotte Binek, one of the 

youngest of the current CPS 

students, to cut the 150th 

Anniversary cake, which was made 

by an aunt of current CPS students, 

Amy Anderson of Pennyfarthing 

Events.  

 

 

(photograph by Just Portraits) 

 

Official proceedings concluded with the singing of the beautiful new school song “Heart of 

Camberwell”, which was written especially for the 150th anniversary by music teachers Erin 

Davies and Emily McKenzie, with Pete Corrigan.  With lyrics in both French and English, 

“Heart of Camberwell” reflects the school’s bilingual English/French program, in which fifty 

percent of classes are conducted in the French language.  CPS was Victoria’s first bilingual 

English/French School. The program was gradually implemented from 1991, commencing with 

Prep classes, until 1997 when it was school-wide. 

 

For the rest of the afternoon, people took part in activities provoking nostalgia and bringing 

history alive: boarding a 1936 Federal bus from the Driver Bus Lines Classics Heritage Fleet, 

and enjoying the visual and aural magic of a vintage street organ.  Children played old-fashioned 

games of jump rope, hopscotch and quoits, as well as enjoying the jumping castle. 

 

Tea and coffee were served in the hall with celebratory cupcakes baked by current school 

parents, while visiting food trucks in the school yard fuelled the crowd with crepes, coffee, 

burgers, chips and ice-cream.  At about 2pm, the playground suddenly transformed into a dance 

floor, as members of the current school community broke into a “flash mob” dance 

choreographed for the event by teacher Mindy Somers. 
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A carefully curated selection of photographs on display provided snapshots of the history of the 

school, alongside treasures from the archives including editions of “Cavalcade”, the school 

magazine from the 1940s, an intricately-decorated wooden box that had held a commemorative 

flag from 1909, trophies and the commemorative medal celebrating the school’s 100th 

anniversary.   

 

Current Grade 6 students conducted tours that included visiting the earliest school rooms that are 

still in use.  These opened on 6 May 1868, and were designed to provide schooling for up to 150 

students.  The tours also visited classrooms from the 1909 Infant School addition and the 1930 

remodelling that effectively joined the two buildings together. After the school became 

Camberwell Central School in 1926, grades 7 and 8 were offered as well as the primary grades. 

 

Argus (Melbourne, Vic.: 1848 - 

1957), Thursday 7 May 1953, 

page 4 National Library of 

Australia (below right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Camberwell Primary School receiving the bell  

from Camberwell City May 1953 

from Camberwell Primary School archives 
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Many alumni fondly recall CPS’s historic bell.  The 

bell was presented to the City of Camberwell (as it 

was then) by a London school (Scarborough Road 

school in the Borough of Camberwell) that had been 

bombed in World War II, as a gift in appreciation for 

food parcels sent by the Camberwell during the war.  

The bell was stolen from the schoolyard in the 

1980s, and, since being recovered from a rubbish tip, 

it has been carefully stored indoors next to the 

school office, where it may be viewed during school 

hours. 

 

Steady streams of past students and staff registered 

at the alumni desk, even before the Open Day 

officially began at 1pm.  They received name tags 

and coloured stickers signifying the era of their 

attendance at the school, to assist them in 

recognising their peers from decades past.  Groups 

of past students and staff gathered to reminisce on 

their time at Camberwell Central School or 

Camberwell Primary School, and to bring each other up-to-date on their lives since.  Many 

enjoyed a cup of tea and a cupcake in the school hall, in the “new building”, which was 

completed in 2011.  They fondly recalled significant teachers of previous eras, including Linda 

Cuthill who produced a history of the school (A Short History of Camberwell Central School No 

888) in 1967, the school’s centenary year. Many alumni and former parents and staff also 

enjoyed meeting up with immediate past Principal Helen Warnod, who was a staff member at 

CPS for 24 years, and former Assistant Principals Neil McLeish (1995-2006) and Ruth Akie 

(1977-1984). Ruth also wrote a history of the school, Growing Pains of State School 888 

Camberwell, in 1978. 

 

Organisers of the 150th event had advertised the anniversary celebrations widely through a 

range of media: newspapers, Boroondara Council, local high schools, billboards, community 

notices and Facebook, but worried about reaching as many members of the school community 

across the ages as possible.  At Open Day, organisers provided alumni with the opportunity to 

register their contact details, and this register will be the foundation of a new alumni association.  

It is envisaged that this association will facilitate bringing together the school community of the 

past for reunions and celebrations in the future.  

 

School Rings in Its New Bell from Bombed City 

Age (Melbourne, Vic.: 1854 - 1954), Thursday 7 May 1953, page 3 National Library of 

Australia (below) 

 

While 500 children watched critically, two men - each something of an expert - rung in a new 

bell for Camberwell Central school yesterday. The bell, a gift to Camberwell City from the 

London borough of Camberwell, came from a bombed school in the borough. It was presented 

in recognition of Camberwell's efforts in sending food to Britain during the war. First peal in the 

bell's new home was rung by Mr. A. H. Gough, once a pupil at the London school, who came to 

Australia with his wife and family 18 months ago. His daughter is now attending Camberwell 

Central. Mr. Gough and. the bell are old friends. But yesterday was the first time he had rung it 
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officially. "We weren't allowed to ring the bell at school," he said. "A man was employed 

specially to do that, so we used to take pot shots at it with catapults after school."  

Second peal was rung by Mr. T. A. Blair, an old boy of Camberwell Central, whose school-day 

bell ringing was more orthodox. "When I went to the school in 1896 we used to be rewarded for 

good behavior by being allowed to ring the bell for a week at a time," he recalled. As oldest 

school in the city, 85-year-old. Camberwell Central was chosen by Camberwell council as the 

home for the bell. It was formally handed over to the school’s headmaster (Mr. J. Taylor) by the 

Mayor of Camberwell (Cr. Goss) at an open-air ceremony attended by parents, former pupils, 

Camberwell councillors and 500 pupils. An inscription on the bell reads: "Presented to the City 

of Camberwell, Australia by the metropolitan borough of Camberwell, England, as a token of 

friendship.  

 

 
 

FROM ORCHARDS TO TRENCHES: ST FAITH’S ROLL  OF HONOUR   

 

Helen Eckerlsey 

 

In November 2014, the then Vicar of the St Faith’s Anglican Church, Burwood, asked the 

Archive Group to research the names on the Roll of Honour and report back to the parish.  Little 

did they realise how this project would consume their lives over the next three years as they 

worked toward the target of 12 August 2017: the centenary of the dedication of the Roll of 

Honour.   The Roll of Honour was donated to the parish by the grieving parents of Sydney 

Horace Humphrey who had died in France of his wounds in December 1916 aged 21 years and 

was buried in France.    

 

The project culminated in a Commemorative Service on Sunday, 13 August 2017 at which 51 

family members were present.  They came from all over Australia to the service, from 
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Queensland, Western Australia and New South Wales as well as Victoria.  There were four 

daughters, numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and even some great-great 

grandchildren.  The Right Reverend Bishop Bradly Billings presided.  Bishop Billings has a 

particular interest in World War 1 memorials throughout the Diocese of Melbourne, publishing a 

book last year on some of them.  A morning tea followed allowing family members to 

reconnect; family members met other family members they did not know even existed.  A 

booklet has been produced by the parish called From Orchards to Trenches which briefly tells 

the men’s stories. (Copies are held by Camberwell Historical Society, Boroondara Library, State 

Library of Victoria, and the National Library of Australia) 

 

Most of these men were still only teenagers when they enlisted in the First Australian Imperial 

Force (AIF). Three of them were killed in action and buried in France.   They came from the 

semi-rural village that was Burwood in 1914, which consisted mostly of market gardens, flower 

gardens and orchards.  F. D. Burrell was appointed one of the first Shrine guards in 1935, while 

his brother, J. B. Burrell, became a much-loved teacher at Sydney Church of England Boys’ 

Grammar School, known as Shore, one of the most prestigious schools in Sydney. There is a 

school house named after him.  Another of the young men became an Anglican priest. They left 

as young boys but returned from battle as men who had endured the horror of war. 

 

St Faith’s Roll of Honour  

 

ARGOON, Archibald Arthur Jubilee 
Enlisted on 24 September 1915 aged 28.   Served with the 2nd Light Horse Brigade Band at Moscar, 

Egypt. 

BAKER, Harold Arthur 
Enlisted on 15 January 1916 aged 18.  Served with the 6th Infantry Brigade, 22nd Battalion on the 

Western Front.  Awarded the Military Medal for bravery in the field. 

+BENNETT, Frederick 
Enlisted on 19 October 1916 aged 18.  Served with the 21st Battalion in Flanders. Killed in action on 4 

October 1917. His body never recovered.  His name is recorded on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, 

Belgium. 

BURRELL, Francis Douglas 
Enlisted on 19 August 1914 aged 23.  Served with the 1st Signal Troop, Australian Light Horse Brigade 

in Gallipoli and later 2nd Signal Squadron in Palestine.  Mentioned in Despatches and awarded the 

Military Medal for bravery as well as the Distinguished Service Medal in Jerusalem.  One of twelve 

original Shrine Guards. 

BURRELL, James Blanksby 
Enlisted on 17 January 1916 aged 26.  Served with 2nd Reinforcements 14th Field Artillery Battery in 

Belgium.   

BURRELL, Wilfred Ungatt 
Enlisted in December 1917 aged 23.  Served with the 24th Battalion reinforcements in France.   

COX, Bertie Samuel 
Enlisted on 18 May 1918 aged 23.  Served with the 3rd Light Horse Field Ambulance in Tripoli.   

COX, W. H. 
St Faith’s “Unknown Soldier” as this man cannot be identified. 

DALZELL, Claude 
Enlisted on 6 October 1916 aged 20.  Served with the 38th Battalion 4th Reinforcement in Belgium.   

GATTER, George Francis 
Enlisted on 17 March 1917 aged 18. Served with the 101st Field Artillery (Howitzer) Battery on the 

Western Front.   

GILDER, The Reverend George 
Enlisted on 2 August 1916 aged 32.  Served as chaplain to the 45th Battalion in France.   
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GOUGE, Henry 
Enlisted on 6 June 1916 aged 20.  Served with the 1st Anzac Cyclist Brigade later transferring to 23rd 

Battalion in France. 

HANDSON, Henry Gilbert 
Enlisted on 4 August 1917 aged 19.  Served with the 13th Light Horse Reinforcements  

+HANDSON, John Frear 
Enlisted on 4 April 1916 aged 19. Served with the 7th Battalion in France.  Killed in action on 6 June 

1918 aged 21.  Buried in the Borre Military Cemetery, France.  

HOLLAND, John Fraser 
Enlisted on 23 January 1915 aged 22.  Served with the 2nd Motor Transport Company in France. 

+HUMPHREY, Sydney Horace 
Enlisted on 24 June 1915 aged 20.  Served with the 8th Reinforcements, 5th Infantry Battalion in France.  

Died of wounds on 28 December 1916.  Buried in the St Lever Extension Cemetery at Rouen.  St Faith’s 

Roll of Honour was donated by Sydney’s parents in 1917. 

MILLS, Norman Gibson 
Enlisted on 9 September 1915 aged 25.  Served with the 4th Australian Division Signals Company on the 

Western Front.  Mentioned in Despatches and awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.   

SHELTON, John Victor 
Enlisted on 21 August 1916 aged 19.  Served with the 39th Battalion in France and Belgium.   

SIMMONDS, Gilbert James 
Enlisted on 13 December 1917 aged 24.  Served with the 30th Battery, 8th Field Artillery Brigade, 3rd 

Australian Division on the Western Front.  

SULLIVAN, Arthur Lawrence 
Enlisted on 16 July 1917 aged 24.  Served with the 12th Reinforcements, 1st Signal Troop in Egypt and 

Palestine.   

SULLIVAN, Victor Stanley 
Enlisted in March 1915 aged 21.  Served with the 23rd Battalion at Anzac Cove, Gallipoli.   

TURNER, Ernest Samuel 
Enlisted on 13 August 1917 aged 42.  Served with the 21st Battalion Reinforcements 6th Training 

Battalion and 5th Training Battalion in France and Belgium.   

TURNER, George Napier 
Enlisted on 19 April 1916 aged 25.  Served with the 37th Infantry Battalion later 38th Battalion in France 

and Belgium. 

TURNER, John George 
Enlisted in September 1916 aged 32.  Served with the 46th Infantry Battalion in Flanders.   

TURNER, John James 
Enlisted on 15 April 1917 aged 46.  Served with the 7th Field Engineer Company in France. 

 

         
 

Archive Group with Bishop Bradly Billings.  Descendants at Commemoration Service  
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SIGNIFICANT DATES  
 

Fromelles - Commemoration 19 July 2017 

 

The Battle of Fromelles on 19–20 July 1916 was the first occasion on which the First Australian 

Imperial Force (AIF) saw action on the Western Front. The battle is widely regarded as a 

disaster for the Allies, and has been described as "the worst 24 hours in Australia's entire 

history". Historians estimate that 5,500 Australians and 2,000 British troops were killed or 

wounded. The Australian losses were equivalent to the combined total Australian losses in the 

Boer War, Korean War and Vietnam War. There was a commemoration of Fromelles at The 

Shrine on 19 July 2017, organised by the Friends of the 15th Brigade. 

 

Hiroshima 6 August 1945, Nagasaki 9 August 1945 WWII 

 

During the final stage of World War II, the United States dropped nuclear weapons on the 

Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The two bombings, which killed at least 129,000 

people, remain to date the only use of nuclear weapons for warfare in history. 

 

Kokoda 

 

The date 8 August 2017 marked the 75th anniversary of the Kokoda Campaign and the 

significant battles fought in Papua New Guinea during World War II. 

 

The Kokoda Campaign was an ordeal of mud, malaria, exhaustion, overwhelming odds and 

misery. Many natives of Papua New Guinea risked their lives, some dying, supporting the 

Australian soldiers. They were known to the troops as ‘Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels’. 

   

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY  DONATION RECEIVED FOR THE 
COLLECTION 
 

St Faith’s Anglican Church Glen Iris donated a copy of From Orchards to Trenches: The men 

on the St Faith’s Roll of Honour. 

Paul Dillon donated copies of The man who would not fall-in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Travelling Billy Kettle shown by 

Joely Taylor at the CHS AGM 

NEW MEMBER 
 

We warmly welcome the following 

new member: Abdy Sadri  
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REPORT OF MEETINGS 2017 
 

27 June 2017 Marian Quartly and Judith Smart - Respectable Radicals: A History of the 

National Council of Women of Australia, 1896–2006 
 

 
 

Respectable Radicals 

 

For much of the twentieth century, the National Council of Women of Australia was the peak 

body representing women to government in Australia, and through the International Council of 

Women, to the world. This history of the NCWA tells the story of mainstream feminism in 

Australia, of the long struggle for equality at home and at work which is still far from 

achieved. In these days when women can no longer be imagined as speaking with one voice, 

and women as a group have no ready access to government, we still need something of the 

optimistic vision of the leaders of the NCWA. Respectable in hat and gloves to the 1970s and 

beyond, they politely persisted with the truly radical idea that women the world over should be 

equal with men. 

 

Strong local loyalties made it difficult for the different colonial Councils to act together, to 

cooperate federally or form a national organisation which meant that the NCWA wasn’t 

formed until 1931. 

 

The NCWA was born in a spirit of ‘new internationalism’,with humanitarian, social, 

educational and moral ideals as the basis of identity.  It aspired to achieve ‘a unity of thought 

and sympathy and purpose’ despite the evident differences between women.  With this in mind 

the NCWA addressed three main areas with their lobbying: child protection, education and 

public health and morals. 

 

The 25 short biographies included in Respectable Radicals are indicative of the diverse range 

of interests and backgrounds of those who comprised the NCWA. The great strength of the 

Council derived from its status as an umbrella organisation that attracted a range of different 

women’s organisations. The number of affiliated organisations increased from around 490 in 

the early 1950s to more than 600 in the early 1970s. 
 

 

Prof. Marian Quartly (right) holds 

the position of Professor Emerita at 

the Monash School of Philosophical, 

Historical and International Studies. 

Her long-term research concern is 

the history of family in late twentieth 

century Australia.  

 

Judith Smart (left) is a principal 

fellow at the University of 

Melbourne and an adjunct professor 

at RMIT University. She has 

published on Australian women's 

organisations and issues.  
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REPORT OF MEETINGS 2017 
 

25 July 2017 Gillian Yung – Daisy Bates and Rose de Freycinet, Two Remarkable Women 

   

Gillian Yung has an abiding interest in history, particularly the strange stories that do not usually 

feature in Australian history books. 

 

Daisy May Bates was born Margaret O’Dwyer in Ireland in 1859. Officially she was born on 16 

October 1863 and came from a wealthy and connected background. There is a lot of mis-

information about Daisy, much of it created by Daisy herself. In 1883, she applied for assisted 

passage to Queensland. A 15 – 21-year-old paid £1, whereas those over 21 paid £40, so she 

changed her birthdate and on the way to Australia, she changed her name as well!  

 

In March 1884, she married Breaker Morant (Harry Harbord Morant aka Edwin Murrant). Less 

than a month later they separated and never met again. He was shot in 1902. In 1882, she was 

engaged to Philip Gipps, but he died soon after. On 17 February 1885, she married John Bates 

but later that year married Ernest C. Baglehole. Daisy and John’s only child, Arnold Hamilton 

Bates, was born in Bathurst, New South Wales on 26 August 1886. In February 1894 Daisy 

returned to England, leaving John and Arnold, and did not return until August 1899.  
 

In 1920, she was appointed a justice of the peace. She was a welfare worker among Aborigines 

and was also an anthropologist. She was known as ‘Kabbarli’ and lived with Aboriginal 

communities from 1918 to 1934 at Ooldea and again in 1941. Three visits by royalty brought her 

fame and she was appointed C.B.E. in 1934. She died in 1951. The National Library Australia 

holds her boxes of notes and observations. 

 

Rose de Freycinet was born Rose Pinon on 29 September 1794. Rose was only 18 when she 

married Louis Claude de Freycinet in 1812. He was 35. In the company of her husband, she 

sailed around the world between 1817 and 1820 on a French scientific expedition on the military 

ship L’Uranie. She was initially disguised as a man. Rose appeared in unofficial sketches but 

never in official pictures or documentation of the voyage. 

 

They left 16 September 1817. While she was away, she kept a detailed daily diary. She also 

wrote constantly to her mother, her sister and to friends. Two years after leaving France, the de 

Freycinets arrived in Sydney, which Rose enjoyed very much. They left on Christmas Day 1819 

but encountered bad weather and lost their ship in the Falklands. Louis purchased another ship, 

renamed it and they arrived home 13 November 1820.  

 

In 1832 Louis contracted cholera. Rose nursed him back to health but contracted cholera herself 

and died. She was 36. Louis died in 1842 aged 63. Rose de Freycinet's letters and diaries were 

not published until 1927. They were acquired by the State Library of New South Wales in 2015. 

 

22 August 2017  Annual General Meeting 
     

The Society's Annual Meeting was held and the usual reports were presented. The Committee 

was elected for 2017 - 2018 and comprises: President: George Fernando; Secretary: Adèle 

Fernando-Swart; Treasurer: position not filled; Committee: Bryony Cosgrove, Jennifer 

McArthur, Alister Bennie and Peter Stephens.  

Joely Taylor shared an item of interest afterwards – a travelling billy kettle which had belonged 

to her husband’s great aunt. (pictured on page 9)  

Episodes from David Smith’s Duldig Studio documentaries were then screened.  
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MEETINGS AND EXCURSIONS FOR 2017 
 

Meetings are usually held on the fourth Tuesday of each month in the Meeting Room, 

Camberwell Library, 340 Camberwell Road, Camberwell at 8.00pm.  
 

 

24 October 2017 8pm Dr. Joely Taylor, author of Backtracks: Recollections of 

Remarkable    Australians will discuss Oral Histories and how 

to create them 

  Camberwell Library Meeting Room 

 

28 November 2017 8pm  Professor John Rickard will give a talk based on his new book 

  Australia: A Cultural History 

  Camberwell Library Meeting Room 

Contributions to Camberwell  History contain the opinions of the contributors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of Camberwell Historical Society, its committee or members. 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC  
ABN 79 935 200 741  Incorporation No A0041541Y 
Affiliated with The Royal Historical Society of Victoria, Inc 

 
PO Box 1274 CAMBERWELL 3124 Tel: 9885 9927 

Web address: http://www.chs.org.au 
email address: enquiries@chs.org.au 

President — George Fernando; Secretary - Adèle Fernando-Swart;  
Committee members — Bryony Cosgrove, Alister Bennie and Jennifer McArthur 

Camberwel l  History : Editor — Adèle Fernando-Swart 
 

The Society’s logo is taken from an illustration by, and used with the permission of, Bill Beasley. 

Camberwell History is printed in the office of Josh Frydenberg, MHR, Federal Member of 

Parliament for Kooyong 
 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTION 
 

Camberwell Historical Society welcomes donations of the following items relating to the former 

City of Camberwell: photographs and prints, documents, letters, diaries, maps, plans, books, 

pamphlets, and reminiscences of former residents and people who worked in the area. 

 

CAMBERWELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE  
 

This is a reminder that the Society’s financial year operates from 1st July to 30th June and   

subscriptions are due and payable on or before July 1st each year. Thank you to those who  

have already renewed their membership. 
 


